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DESIGNING PARADISE
Presented by the school of the Arts 

Join researchers and community experts 
for a series of events about an exciting 
redesign of McMaster’s West Campus 
in Coldwater Creek Valley. 

January 13, Concert Hall, L.R. Wilson Hall   
1:30 – 2:45 p.m. Sustainability and Health 
in our Watershed
3:15 – 4:30 p.m. The Social and Cultural 
Histories of our Watershed 

January 20, Concert Hall, L.R. Wilson Hall
1:30 – 2:45 p.m. Species Diversity on 
West Campus 
3:15 – 4:30 p.m. Water on West Campus 
(Coldwater Creek Valley)

March 9, 2 – 4 p.m. Togo Salmon Hall 114
Charrette: Eco-Design of McMaster’s 
West Campus  
A hands-on brainstorming session to 
reimagine an environmentally sustainable 
West Campus in Coldwater Creek Valley. 

April 6, 2:30 – 4 p.m. 
Togo Salmon Hall Fitzhenry Atrium
A public reception and showcase of student 
projects focused on West Campus redesign. 

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 
CONCERT SERIES
Tickets available at 
sota.humanities.mcmaster.ca

March 6, 8 p.m. Concert Hall, L.R. Wilson Hall
NEXUS is composed by Bob Becker, Bill Cahn, 
Russell Hartenberger and Garry Kvistad, four 
master percussionists internationally revered 
for their repertoire ranging from ragtime and 
African rhythms to award-winning improvised 
film music and compositions.

April 25, 8 p.m. Concert Hall, L.R. Wilson Hall
Larisa and Alexei Gulenco are a Hamilton-
based husband-and-wife piano duo. 
While enjoying active solo and collaborative 
careers in Europe, the U.S. and Canada, Larisa 
and Alexei have been playing together for 
almost three decades.

RACE AND THE COLOUR 
OF DEMOCRACY
Presented by the Wilson institute for 
cAnAdiAn history. 
All lectures in this series Are held At 
room 1003, l.r. Wilson hAll

Migrant and Indigenous Justice 
April 7, 7 p.m.
Elizabeth Ellis is a professor at New York 
University. In partnership with the Indigenous 
Studies Program.

European Colonization of the Americas and 
the Birth of Racial Capitalism 
April 21, 7 p.m.
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz is a historian, 
author, memoirist, and speaker who 
researches Western Hemisphere history and 
international human rights. In partnership with 
the Indigenous Studies Program

Gradual Emancipation and the Origins of the 
Lemmon Slave Case (1852) 
May 12, 7 p.m.
Sarah L. H. Gronningsater is a professor at 
the University of Pennsylvania and a historian 
of the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 
United States with a particular interest in 
slavery and abolition. 

The Socrates Project is an ambitious two-year pilot grounded 
in the conviction of its donor, McMaster alumnus and Chancellor 

Emeritus L.R. “Red” Wilson, that we must constantly work to 
better understand who we are – our histories, our communities, 
our cultures, ourselves – if we are to realize our goals and make 

sound decisions about our nation and our place in the world. 

A dynamic hub for interdisciplinary collaborations, creative 
exploration, and public engagement with the pressing issues of 
our times, The Project is intended to foster creativity, curiosity 

and critical thinking, and to deepen the connections between the 
University and the communities we serve.

In its first year, The Socrates Project drew over 5000 individuals 
from across McMaster, the wider community and beyond. 

Our programming spans a wide a spectrum – from lectures and 
discussions that spark debate and illuminate ideas to virtual 
reality exhibits that move audiences and shift perceptions.

Sign up for updates at socrates.mcmaster.ca/contact
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THEMES
Living Democracy:
Democracy can be strengthened 
or weakened, made anemic or 
vital. This series assumes 
democracy must be tended 
and offers differing, sometimes 
competing, ways of doing so.

Future of Work:
Dramatic changes in
technology, the economy, and
climate concerns are shifting
how, where, when, and why we
work. This series looks at some
of the major factors influencing
the nature of work in the
21st Century.

Human><Nature:
Some are calling this 
The Anthropocene Age. 
This series explores the impact 
of humans on nature, and of 
nature on human societies, 
from animal studies to 
climate change.

Critical Culture:
Creativity is a powerful route
to an enlightened view of the
world, to the development of
critical thinking, and to visionary
responses to the opportunities
and challenges ahead.

STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP

The Socrates Project is engaged in a number 
of initiatives that offer students opportunities 

to extend their awareness of and 
engagement with significant global issues.

MACMUN

The Socrates Project is a key partner 
in MACMUN, a student-led annual, 

interdisciplinary Model United Nations (MUN) 
conference that offers students an avenue to 
discuss pressing world issues and explore the 
different perspectives that dominate current 

international relations. 

DESIGNING CANADA

This intensive master class brings 100 
post-secondary students together for a day of 
discussion and exchange with national leaders 

who have grappled with some of the most 
significant challenges that Canada faces. 

COD AND STEEL

This pilot summer employment exchange will 
take a small group of McMaster students 
to Newfoundland’s Fogo Island to work 

for the Shorefast Foundation, the brilliant 
social enterprise that is gaining international 

accolades for its innovations in economic 
development and sustainable industry. 

In exchange, students from Fogo Island will 
spend the summer in Hamilton, living and 

learning about the opportunities and challenges 
facing a southwestern Ontario community, 

which, like their own, is undergoing 
significant change.



Our Climate, Ourselves series

Climate and Well-Being
January 22, 7 p.m. McMASTER LIVELAB 

Our Climate, Ourselves series
Canada is heating at twice the rate of the global average, yet we still play an outsized role in 
producing greenhouse gas emissions. Edward Xie, assistant professor and emergency physician at 
the University of Toronto will discuss the health impact of climate change, public perceptions, 
and opportunities for community resilience for health.

Missing You
January 23 – February 14, WALLER FAMILY LOBBY, L.R. WILSON HALL

Opening Reception: January 23, 5 – 7 p.m. (Screening: 6 p.m.)
Artist Robin Pacific photographed 70 people, each in a place that has meaning for them; then she 
photographed that place without them. She asked each a series of questions about their own death. 
Visual artist and editor Dennis Day made a video of all 70 individuals. No two people have the same 
vision of the afterlife – or lack of an afterlife. Each idea for a memorial and for a legacy is unique. 

Sweat
January 29, 7:30 p.m. Reception and pre-show talk: 6 p.m. 
THEATRE AQUARIUS, 190 KING WILLIAM ST. 

Tickets go on sale December 15: socrates.mcmaster.ca/sweat

Join us for the opening night of Lynn Nottage’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play and a special 
pre-performance reception and talk.

Sweat is set in the year 2000 in Reading, Pennsylvania. A group of friends go to work at the steel 
mill and then decompress at the bar as they’ve been doing for years. The company is considering 
layoffs, the war between community and capitalism begins, and tensions start destroying not only 
jobs, but relationships. This is the final event in our Future of Work series. 
In partnershIp wIth the school of labour studIes, school of the arts, and McMaster aluMnI assocIatIon.

Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra: Safe Haven
January 31, 8 p.m. CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL 

Tickets: socrates.mcmaster.ca/tafelmusik

Led by Music Director Elisa Citterio, the acclaimed baroque ensemble presents Safe Haven, 
a multimedia concert exploring the influence of refugees on the music and culture of baroque Europe 
and Canada today. Throughout history, people have been forced to abandon their homes and seek 
asylum beyond their borders. Today, when many refugees are finding their place in Canadian rich 
communities, the past can teach us about the cultural riches our newcomers have to offer. 
In partnershIp wIth the school of the arts.

Climate Change and Extreme Weather Risk: 
Is Canada Prepared?
Rob Baker in conversation with Blair Feltmate
February 5, 7 p.m. CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

Our Climate, Ourselves series
Extreme climate change-induced effects are challenging Canada as they are the rest of the planet. 
This presentation will address the escalating financial and social costs associated with these events, 
and the steps Canada must take now to mitigate future impact.

Rob Baker is the former dean of science and vice-president (research) at McMaster University.

Blair Feltmate is the head of Intact Centre on Climate Adaptation, University of Waterloo.

Driving Ontario’s Clean Energy Future
February 6, 7 p.m. McMASTER INNOVATION PARK 

Cara Clairman, president and CEO of Plug’n Drive, will present the environmental and economic 
benefits of driving electric vehicles (EV) and the latest trends here in Canada and worldwide. 
She will highlight what Plug’n Drive and others are doing to accelerate EV adoption, including a focus 

on used EVs. Finally, she will talk about the policy environment and the influence it has on car buying
and what policies would help get more people out of gas cars and into electric cars within the next 
ten years. In partnershIp wIth McMaster centre for clIMate change.

Towards a New Policy Paradigm? 
Mapping Global Dimensions of Policy
March 13, 1 p.m. McMASTER UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION, 1 JAMES ST N.

Miranda Schreurs offers the keynote address of the 9th conference on Mapping Global 
Dimensions in Policy. Schreurs is an expert on climate change transitions at the Technical University 
Munich (TUM). In addition to her scholarly publications in this area, she has been appointed to senior 
environmental advisory positions in Germany and the EU level. 
In partnershIp wIth InstItute on globalIzatIon & the huMan condItIon

Climate Migrations and Changing Health Systems 
March 18, 7 p.m. McMASTER LIVELAB

Our Climate, Ourselves series
Ahmad Firas Khalid is a physician,health policy advisor, and lecturer on health systems and policy 
with expertise in medicine, education, health policy, knowledge translation and health emergencies 
working with relief and intergovernmental organizations.

Animals Across Discipline, Time and Space: 
A Reverse Panel
March 21, 4 - 5:30 p.m. CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

Engage with scholars who think about and research animals. The closing panel of this three-day 
conference will re-think the relationships between human and non-human animals, with the focus 
on various themes including life and death, art, literature and media, and climate change. 
In partnershIp wIth the departMent of hIstory.

2020 Trump Talk: 
Legislating in Polarized Times
The George Breckenridge Memorial Lecture 
with Sarah A. Binder
April 22, 7 p.m. CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

This lecture is presented in honour of McMaster University professor George Breckenridge, 
who was a member of the Department of Political Science for over 50 years. He taught courses 
in U.S. and comparative politics until his passing in 2019. Among his many lasting contributions 
to McMaster, Breckenridge played a pivotal role in leading the Trump Talk Series. The George 
Breckenridge Memorial Fund has been established to support students studying political science 
at McMaster University.
 
Sarah A. Binder is a professor of political science at George Washington University and a senior 
fellow at the Brookings Institution. She studies Congress, both its historical development and 
contemporary politics. She is author or co-author of seven books and over 30 articles, including 
The Dysfunctional Congress and Dodging the Rules in Trump’s Republican Congress. Sarah is also 
an editor and contributor to The Monkey Cage, a political science blog at The Washington Post. 

Haiku Canada at McMaster
May 16. L.R. WILSON HALL

The Socrates Project is hosting Haiku Canada for a day of public presentations and multi-disciplinary 
workshops for all ages. Haiku Canada’s annual conference, which is held at a different university 
every year, brings together poets from across the country and beyond to share their work and 
traditions with the larger public. Detailed schedule to follow.

Missing You Lynn Nottage: Sweat Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra: Safe Haven Cod and Steel


