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The Socrates Project is a two-year pilot grounded in the conviction of its donor, McMaster 
alumnus and Chancellor Emeritus Lynton (Red) Wilson, that we must constantly work to better 
understand who we are – our histories, our communities, our cultures, ourselves – if we are to 

realize our goals and make sound decisions about our nation and our place in the world.

That conviction led Wilson to foster an initiative that sees a university as more than an engine 
for delivering skilled workers, where the humanities are considered a vital aspect 

of every field of knowledge, both within and beyond the university. 

As Will Hutton observed in The Guardian, “A society that has forgotten its history, is ignorant 
of its poetry and most of whose citizens have no understanding of foreign languages or 

culture is withering.”

The Socrates Project takes its name and inspiration from the Greek philosopher whose method 
of teaching posed questions to generate dialogue leading to deeper questions in the service of 
creating the best society possible. That’s the mission of The Socrates Project: to be a dynamic 
point of convergence for engaging with the most pressing issues of our time and generating 

powerful visions for the future.

In its inaugural year, The Socrates Project welcomed hundreds to more than 30 events ranging 
from public lectures to cutting-edge performances, and from conferences on better ways to 
communicate important scientific findings to town halls on the challenges of gentrification.

We hope this year’s programming will continue to illuminate ideas, spark debate, 
challenge assumptions, and inspire hope.
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The Socrates Project provides a window onto what makes McMaster such a vital 
and endlessly interesting institution.

As you’ll read about in this guide to the 2019-2020 season, the various programs offered 
by the Socrates Project appeal to a wide range of audiences, and introduce members of 
our community to topics and approaches they might never otherwise consider. 

By design, the Socrates Project’s programming ranges from the future of democracy 
and the science of climate change, to concerts by leading national and international 
performers. The idea is to engage and challenge both the mind and spirit, in a blend of 
disciplines that mirrors McMaster’s approaches to learning and problem-solving.

This was the original hope of Lynton (Red) Wilson, our former Chancellor, whose 
generous gift launched the Socrates Project in 2017. He is a powerful advocate for a 
classical liberal-arts education that includes critical thinking, the humanities and social 
sciences, and science and the arts, all with an eye to fostering engagement, citizenship 
and leadership skills.

The events that the Socrates Project organizes and presents, most of them offered at 
no charge to attendees, create an important bridge between academic disciplines and 
between McMaster and the wider community, and provide space for the discussion of 
critically important topics, diverse perspectives and global challenges. 

The University is a hub of research and education, of course, but it is also a public 
institution, and the Socrates Project helps to demonstrate to everyone in the wider 
community that McMaster is also their place to learn, share, discuss and reflect.

David Farrar
Acting President and Vice-Chancellor 
McMaster University
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   The Socrates Project: Year Two
As a newcomer to Hamilton, I am continuously struck by all this city has to offer – this stellar 
university, the rich natural landscape, a burgeoning cultural scene, and the diverse, ever-growing 
communities – all feeding into a dynamic city at a pivotal moment of renewal. This is the perfect time 
and place for something ambitious and thought-provoking.

We take our motto – Asking Questions. Pushing Boundaries. Finding Common Ground. 
– seriously. What lies at the heart of our programming is the conviction that the pursuit of knowledge 
is fundamental to a healthy democracy, and that wisdom lies not in any one discipline or perspective, 
but at the intersection of visionary ideas, top-notch scholarship, and cutting-edge cultural events.

This year’s speakers in our Living Democracy series are drawn from multiple fields and 
perspectives, from acclaimed journalist and New Yorker contributor Masha Gessen in conversation 
with Eleanor Wachtel on the political consequences of suppressing the humanities to former 
Governor General David Johnston on the urgent need for trust. 

Two new speakers series bring us valuable insights on global flashpoints. The Future of Work 
takes a deep dive into the shifting nature of employment from digitization to global migration. And 
Human><Nature examines the impact of humans on the natural world and of nature on human 
societies. This year’s focus is on the science and the fictions of climate change.

We value the arts for their powerful perspectives on our place in the universe and our responsibilities 
to ourselves and each other, and this year’s season of arts events, Critical Culture, delivers. 
Human Cargo swept Toronto’s Dora Awards this year with its production of The Runner, one 
man’s journey in search for moral clarity, while the internationally acclaimed Kronos Quartet takes 
us into deep space with their legendary NASA-inspired musical spectacle, Sun Rings.

These are just a few glimpses of our very full fall 2019 season. Consider joining our mailing list for 
more info and regular updates. The Socrates Project events fill up rapidly, so please register quickly for 
those that interest you. And be sure to let us know what you think of them.

Looking forward to seeing you!

Rina Fraticelli
Director 
The Socrates Project
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While we’re proud of the growing appeal of these headline events, there’s much more to The Socrates Project than 
our public programming. A key goal is to provide opportunities for students to cultivate their critical thinking and 
leadership skills and to develop their sense of social responsibility and community service. 

We want students to become familiar with decision-makers in the public service, industry, academia, and to explore 
the paths open to them after graduation. For example, we partnered with the university’s Model UN initiative, a 
conference led by science graduate students to better communicate important ideas, and a series of student-led 
salons on highly contentious issues.

Here are a few more of The Socrates Project initiatives that aim to help students achieve those goals. 
Information on registration and how to get involved will be added to our website socrates.mcmaster.ca.

DESIGNING CANADA
In partnership with the Wilson Leadership Scholar Award, we are 
launching Designing Canada, a day-long event introducing current 
and future leaders of Canadian society to each other and giving 
students a glimpse of the day-to-day realities of leading public and 
private institutions. Applications open fall 2019.

LIVING LEARNING COMMUNITIES
Through the Living Learning Communities program, McMaster’s 
Residence Life Office offers first year students the opportunity 
to engage with others around common passions and goals – 
from entrepreneurship to athletics, from science to the arts. 
This year, students will have the chance to become actively 
involved with The Socrates Project and to help us extend the 
impact of our events.

STEPPING UP GRANTS
We are constantly inspired by the vision, ingenuity, and determination of our 
students in their efforts to make a positive difference to their world. This year, 
The Socrates Project will offer Stepping Up Grants to support community-
minded students in these efforts. We’ll be sharing more information about 
this initiative later this fall.

COD AND STEEL 
A summer 2020 employment exchange will take a small group of McMaster 
students to Newfoundland’s Fogo Island to work for the Shorefast Foundation, 
a brilliant social enterprise that is gaining international accolades for its 
innovations in economic development and sustainable industry. In exchange, 
students from Fogo Island will spend the summer in Hamilton, living and 
learning about the opportunities and challenges facing a southwestern 
Ontario community, which, like their own, is undergoing significant change.
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September 5, 7:00 p.m.
McMASTER UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION

One million species at risk. Climate 
emergencies. Can we find a way to work 
together in a divided world? Thirty years 
ago, the late Nobel laureate Elinor Ostrom 
argued that we can avoid ‘the tragedy of the 
commons’ – the collapse of shared natural 
resources from overuse – when we work 
together. Dustin Garrick revisits the 
idea of the commons, drawing from global 
experience and outlining the case for hope.

Garrick is an associate professor of environmental management 
at the University of Oxford, Smith School of Enterprise and the 
Environment. He has been a Fulbright Fellow, AAAS Leshner 
Fellow and recipient of the 2018 Sustainable Water Management 
Prize from the Botin Foundation in Spain. He has worked with 
the World Bank, OECD and The Nature Conservancy as well as 
local partners across Australia, Africa and the Americas. He is the 
former Philomathia Chair of Water Policy at McMaster University, 
where he remains an adjunct professor in the Department of 
Political Science. 

In partnershIp wIth the Department of polItIcal scIence

September 16, 7:00 p.m.
HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (CENTRAL BRANCH)

CONCERNED, CONFUSED OR CURIOUS ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE? 
PERHAPS ALL THREE?

Join us for a conversation with Robert O’Brien and Danny Harvey that 
will separate fact from fiction on this critically important subject.
 
Robert O’Brien is an author, professor of political science, and former 
director of McMaster University’s Institute on Globalization and the Human 
Condition. Danny Harvey is a professor in the department of geography 
at the University of Toronto whose research and teaching addresses the 

transition to a carbon-free global energy system. 

In partnershIp wIth hamIlton publIc lIbrary
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The Future of 
the Commons 

Climate SCIENCE 
and Climate FICTIONS 



September 11, 7:30 p.m.
CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL, McMASTER UNIVERSITY 

One of Canada’s most respected governors general, 
David Johnston mines his life and career to give 
Canadians twenty ways to make ourselves, our 
institutions, and our country more worthy of trust. 

The Right Honourable David Johnston was Canada’s 
28th governor general. During his mandate, he 
established the Rideau Hall Foundation (RHF), a 
registered charity that supports and amplifies the Office 
of the Governor General in its work to connect, honour 
and inspire Canadians. Today, he is actively involved 

as Chair of the RHF Board of Directors, Executive 
Advisor at Deloitte, and Global Advisor to Fairfax. Prior 
to his installation as governor general, Johnston was a 
professor of law for 45 years, and served as President 
of the University of Waterloo for two terms, Principal of 
McGill University for 3 terms. He was the first non-U.S. 
citizen to be elected chair at Harvard University’s Board 
of Overseers from which he graduated in 1963 magna 
cum laude. He was twice named all-American in hockey 
and was named to Harvard’s Athletic Hall of Fame.

In partnershIp wIth the wIlson leaDershIp scholar awarD
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September 19-21 and 26-28 
7:30 p.m.

September 22, 1:30 p.m.
BLACK BOX THEATRE, L.R. WILSON HALL, 

McMASTER UNIVERSITY

The Runner is a powerful new thriller from Toronto’s Human Cargo. 
Winner of three 2019 Dora Mavor Moore Awards for Outstanding 
Production, Outstanding New Play and Outstanding Direction, the 
play is brilliantly staged entirely on a long narrow and continuously 
moving treadmill. The Runner is directed by Daniel Brooks and 
performed by Shaw and Stratford Festival alumnus Gord Rand as 
Jacob, a volunteer with Z.A.K.A, an emergency response group in 
Israel. Jacob’s split-second decision to treat a young woman, instead 
of the soldier she may have killed has profound moral, psychological 
and practical repercussions for Jacob, his family and his fellow 
Z.A.K.A. members.

Limited seating. General admission: $15 | Students: $5
For tickets, visit socrates.mcmaster.ca/therunner
In partnershIp wIth the school of the arts

Photo by Graham
 Isador

Actor: Gord Rand

This production – from Morris’s Human 
Cargo theatre company – uses a 

common technology as I’ve never seen 
it used before, and in a way that elevates 

and perfectly integrates with the text. 
Perhaps a rare occasion where it’s not 

a cliché to write: Run, don’t walk. 

– Globe and Mail

Run, don’t walk, to get tickets to 
riveting solo show The Runner.

– NOW Magazine
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Two digital revolutions - computing 
and communication - have radically 

transformed our economy and 
lives. A third digital revolution is 
here: fabrication. While digital 
fabrication promises us self-
sufficient cities and the ability to 
make (almost) anything, it could 

also lead to massive inequality. The 
first two digital revolutions caught 

most of the world flat-footed; thanks to 
Designing Reality that won’t be true this time.

Author of Designing Reality: How to Survive and 
Thrive in the Third Digital Revolution, Joel Cutcher-
Gershenfeld is a professor in the Heller School for 
Social Policy and Management at Brandeis University. 
He is a former dean and professor in the School of Labor 
and Employment Relations at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign, and a former faculty member in 
MIT’s Engineering Systems Division. This talk builds 
on Designing Reality and his current research on new 
institutional arrangements that can co-evolve with 
accelerating rates of change in technology and society. 

September 18, 7:00 p.m.
McMASTER LIVELab

What are the barriers to and opportunities for promoting diversity and inclusion in the academy? 
How do unconscious or implicit biases influence publishing strategies, peer review or citation 

practices? Are widely-used evaluation metrics neutral or do they serve to reproduce biases? 
And when does sexual harassment training help or backfire?
 
Mala Htun, professor of political science at the University of New Mexico (UNM), will 
draw insights from her research in comparative politics and gender equality to address these 
questions. Htun is co-principal investigator and deputy director of ADVANCE at UNM, a National 

Science Foundation-funded initiative to enhance inclusion and diversity among faculty at UNM. 
Her most recent book, Inclusion Without Representation in Latin America: Gender Quotas and 

Ethnic Reservations (2016) analyzes why and how fifteen Latin American countries modified their 
political institutions to promote the inclusion of women, African-descendants, and Indigenous peoples. 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

October 2, 7:00 p.m.
McMASTER LIVELab

Designing Reality: The 
Third Digital Revolution 

Diversity and Inclusion 
in the Academy

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE SCHOOL OF LABOUR STUDIES

CANCELLED
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SCHOOL OF THE ARTS | 2019

Free Concerts at McMaster

Location: Concert Hall which is located in the foyer of 
L.R. Wilson Hall at McMaster University.

Shoshana 
Telner
Classical Piano

Tuesday, September 24
12:30 p.m.

The Drew 
Jurecka Trio
Drew Jurecka on violin, 
Adrean Farrugia on piano, 
and Clark Johnston on bass.

Tuesday, October 29
12:30 p.m.

Women on 
the Verge
Classical Trio-Soprano 
and Piano

Tuesday, November 12
12:30 p.m.

FREE 
LUNCHTIME 

CONCERTS

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS | 2019

Free Concerts at McMaster

Location: Concert Hall which is located in the foyer of 
L.R. Wilson Hall at McMaster University.

Shoshana 
Telner
Classical Piano

Tuesday, September 24
12:30 p.m.

The Drew 
Jurecka Trio
Drew Jurecka on violin, 
Adrean Farrugia on piano, 
and Clark Johnston on bass.

Tuesday, October 29
12:30 p.m.

Women on 
the Verge
Classical Trio-Soprano 
and Piano

Tuesday, November 12
12:30 p.m.

FREE 
LUNCHTIME 

CONCERTS

| 11 |



Four Arguments with Gandhi
SEPTEMBER 19, 7:00 P.M.
McMASTER HEALTH SCIENCES CENTRE, ROOM HSC-1A1
This public lecture features Ramachandra Guha, a well-
known Indian historian, biographer and newspaper 
columnist. He is the author of Gandhi: The Years That 
Changed the World (2018).

Admission is free. Register online: 
fourargumentswithgandhi.eventbrite.com

part of the 19th annual mahatma GanDhI lecture on 
nonvIolence anD harry lyman hooker lecture, hosteD by the 
peace stuDIes proGram anD the centre for peace stuDIes

Bystander Intervention Training
SEPTEMBER 25 & 26, WITH WORKSHOPS SPECIFIC TO McMASTER 
UNIVERSITY STAFF, FACULTY AND STUDENTS. 
Location and time TBD

Alan Berkowitz is an independent consultant with over 
twenty-five years’ experience as a trainer, psychologist 
and faculty member. He has worked with colleges and 
universities to design programs aimed at preventing 
interpersonal violence and increasing the effectiveness of 
individuals to intervene safely when witnessing human rights 
related violations.

hosteD by the equIty & InclusIon offIce. for more InformatIon, 
contact vIlma rossI at rossIv@mcmaster.ca
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Knowledge@DeGroote: 
Inclusivity in Finance
OCTOBER 10, TIME TBD
ROSEWATER SUPPER CLUB, 19 TORONTO ST, TORONTO
An important conversation on the need to support a culture 
of inclusivity in finance. The conversation will be hosted 
by Sonja Volpe (President and CEO, BNP Paribas) and will 
feature several panelists from leading financial institutions.

Details will be posted on degroote.mcmaster.ca or contact 
Leah Fleet (lfleet@mcmaster.ca) for more information.

hosteD by the DeGroote school of busIness In partnershIp wIth 
the DeGroote women’s professIonal network (Dwpn)

The Terror of the Unforeseen: 
In Conversation with Henry Giroux 
and Julian Casablancas 
OCTOBER 24, 7:00 P.M., WESTDALE THEATRE
Join a moderated discussion with McMaster professor 
and author Henry Giroux and musician Julian Casablancas 
on themes from Giroux’s latest book, The Terror of the 
Unforeseen.

Admission is free. Register: alumni.mcmaster.ca/Giroux 
For information, contact Rebecca Fera (ferard@mcmaster.ca)

hosteD by mcmaster unIversIty lIbrary

Sketches of Everyday Enslaved Black 
People in the Canadian Maritime
NOVEMBER 5, 7:00 P.M. LOCATION TBD 
A public lecture featuring Harvey Amani Whitfield (University 
of Vermont). His current book, Biographical Sketches of Black 
Slaves in Atlantic Canada, documents the lives of 1,300 
enslaved Black people.

Additional information to be posted on 
wilson.humanities.mcmaster.ca/events-2/

hosteD by the wIlson InstItute for canaDIan hIstory
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SEPTEMBER
The Future of the Commons

  September 5, 7:00 p.m.
  McMASTER UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION

HUMAN><NATURE SERIES

TRUST: Twenty Ways to Build a Better Country 
  September 11, 7:30 p.m. 
  CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

LIVING DEMOCRACY SERIES

Climate SCIENCE and Climate FICTIONS
  September 16, 7:00 p.m.  
  HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (CENTRAL BRANCH)

HUMAN><NATURE SERIES

Diversity and Inclusion in the Academy
  September 18, 7:00 p.m.  
  McMASTER LIVELab

LIVING DEMOCRACY SERIES

The Runner by Christopher Morris
  September 19-21 and 26-28, 7:30 p.m.  
  September 22, 1:30 p.m.  
  BLACK BOX THEATRE, L.R. WILSON HALL

CRITICAL CULTURE SERIES

Limited seating. General admission: $15  |  Students: $5 
For tickets, visit: socrates.mcmaster.ca/therunner

OCTOBER
Designing Reality: The Third Digital Revolution

  October 2, 7:00 p.m.    McMASTER LIVELab
FUTURE OF WORK SERIES

Democracy and the Poor
  October 4, 7:00 p.m.  
  McMASTER UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION

LIVING DEMOCRACY SERIES

Towards a New Politics of Migration
  October 9, 7:00 p.m.    McMASTER LIVELab

FUTURE OF WORK SERIES

Building Climate Ambitions in a Globalized World 
  October 10, 7:00 p.m.    McMASTER INNOVATION PARK

HUMAN><NATURE SERIES

Singing and Laughing Against Fascism: Lost 
and Found Soviet Yiddish Songs of World War II

  October 23, 7:00 p.m.  
  CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

CRITICAL CULTURE SERIES

Valerie Tryon in Concert
  October 27, 2:00 p.m.    CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

CRITICAL CULTURE SERIES

Limited seating. General admission: $15  |  Students: $5  
For tickets, visit: socrates.mcmaster.ca/tryon

CANCELLED
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Living Democracy: 
Democracy can be 

strengthened or weakened, 
made anemic or vital. This 

series assumes democracy 
must be tended and offers 

differing, sometimes competing, 
ways of doing so.

Future of Work:
Dramatic changes in 

technology, the economy, and 
climate concerns are shifting 

how, where, when, and why we 
work. This series looks at some 
of the major factors influencing 

the nature of work in the 
21st Century.

Human><Nature: 
Some are calling this The 

Anthropocene Age. This series 
explores the impact of humans 

on nature, and of nature on 
human societies, from animal 

studies to climate change.

Critical Culture: 
Creativity is a powerful route 
to an enlightened view of the 
world, to the development of 

critical thinking, and to visionary 
responses to the opportunities 

and challenges ahead.

NOVEMBER
Where is Patriarchy in International Politics? 
Does it Matter? 

  November 6, 7:00 p.m.   
  CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

lIvInG Democracy serIes

Kronos Quartet: Sun Rings
  November 9, 8:00 p.m. and November 10, 2:00 p.m.  
  CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

crItIcal culture serIes

Limited seating. General admission: $15  |  Students: $5  
For tickets, visit: socrates.mcmaster.ca/kronos

Eleanor Wachtel in conversation with Masha Gessen
  November 13, 7:00 p.m.  
  CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

lIvInG Democracy serIes

Regulating Decent Work for Domestic Workers
  November 27, 7:00 p.m.  
  McMASTER UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION

future of work serIes

QUANTOPIA by DJ Spooky 
  November 29, 7:00 p.m.  
  CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL

crItIcal culture serIes
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What are democracy’s defining traits? Andreas Kalyvas looks at the “how,” “when,” and “by whom” of 
democracy by understanding it as the struggle of the poor to constitute their common life as free and equal.

Kalyvas is an associate professor in the Department of Politics at The New School for Social Research. He has 
taught at Columbia University, University of Michigan, University of Barcelona, as well as in Germany, Poland, and 
South Africa. Kalyvas’s work focuses on democratic theory and the history of political thought from ancient Greek 
and Roman to modern and contemporary continental political theory. He is currently completing a book manuscript 
entitled, Legalizing Tyranny: Republicanism, Dictatorship, and the Enemy Within. Kalyvas is co-director of the 
Columbia University Seminar on Political and Social Thought. 

In partnershIp wIth the Department of polItIcal scIence

October 9, 7:00 p.m.
McMASTER LIVELab

A new politics of migration must make 
connections not only between migrants 

and citizens, but also between migration 
and other global processes, particularly 
the outsourcing and the exploitation of 
labour and resources in the global south.
 
Bridget Anderson is a professor of 

mobilities, migration and citizenship at 
the University of Bristol and director of 

the University Research Institute Migration 
Mobilities Bristol. She was previously a research director of 
the Centre on Migration, Policy and Society (COMPAS). She is 

author of Us and Them? The Dangerous Politics 
of Immigration Controls (OUP, 2013) and Doing 
the Dirty Work: The Global Politics of Domestic 
Labour (Zed Books 2000). Anderson started her 
working life in the voluntary sector working with 
migrant domestic workers and has retained an 
interest in domestic labour and migration. She 
has worked closely with migrants’ organizations, 
trades unions and legal practitioners at a local, 
national and international level. 

In partnershIp wIth the school of labour stuDIes

October 4, 7:00 p.m.
McMASTER UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION

Towards a New 
Politics of Migration  

Democracy 
and the Poor 
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Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter Psoy Korolenko (Moscow 
– New York) and historian Anna Shternshis (University of 
Toronto) bring to life Yiddish satirical songs of World War II in this 
all-new lecture-concert program. The event features previously 
unknown songs that were accidentally discovered in the basement 
of the Ukrainian National Library in the 1990s. Collected by Moisei 
Beregovsky and other academics of the Kiev Cabinet for Jewish 
Culture, they had been confiscated and hidden by the Soviet 
authorities in 1949. The songs tell stories of how Soviet Jews lived 
and died under the German occupation, used humour to document 
and ridicule Nazi atrocities, and kept up their spirits as they fought in 
the Red Army and worked on the home front.

October 10, 7:00 p.m.
McMASTER INNOVATION PARK 

Climate change is a major challenge of the 21st 
century. Significant scientific and technical progress 
and innovative solutions are required to address this 
challenge. While economists argue that carbon pricing 
should be central in leading climate-friendly innovations, 
technology-specific policies, such as renewable energy 
resources developments have seen greater public 
support worldwide.
 
Carolyn Fischer is the University of Ottawa’s Canada 
150 Research Chair in Climate Economics, Innovation 
and Policy and is cross-appointed with the Faculty 
of Social Sciences. Fisher is a senior fellow with 
Resources for the Future (RFF) and currently holds 

joint appointments as a professor of environmental 
economics at Vrije Universiteit – Amsterdam. She is 
also a Tinbergen Institute affiliate, a fellow of the CESifo 
Research Network and a member of Environment and 
Climate Change Canada’s Economics and Environmental 
Policy Research Network. She was the Marks Visiting 
Professor at Gothenburg University in 2017–2018 and 
an EU Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Fellow from 
2014 to 2016. Fisher currently serves as a vice-president 
and council member for the European Association of 
Environmental and Resource Economists (EAERE).

In partnershIp wIth mcmaster centre for clImate chanGe, cIty 
of hamIlton, cIty of burlInGton, mohawk colleGe’s bay area 
clImate chanGe offIce, anD the ontarIo clImate consortIum

Singing and Laughing Against Fascism: 
Lost and Found Soviet Yiddish Songs of World War II

Building Climate Ambitions   
in a Globalized World 

October 23, 7:00 p.m.
CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL, 

McMASTER UNIVERSITY 

“Haunting.... Remarkable.”  
– CBC’s As It Happens

2019 lIllIan anD marvIn GolDblatt lecture In 
JewIsh stuDIes. In partnershIp wIth the 

Department of relIGIous stuDIes



| 16 | | 17 |

October 27, 2:00 p.m.
CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL, McMASTER UNIVERSITY

Acclaimed pianist Valerie Tryon was one of the youngest students admitted to the Royal 
Academy of Music where she received the highest award in piano playing. Tryon’s repertoire 
ranges from Bach to contemporary composers; it includes more than sixty concertos and a 
vast amount of chamber music. Among British composers, both Alun Hoddinott and John 
McCabe have dedicated works to her. She is well known for her sensitive interpretations of 
the romantics, particularly Chopin, Liszt, and Rachmaninov.

Originally from the U.K., Tyron has many ties to McMaster University. In 1980, she was 
named McMaster’s first artist-in-residence and was also awarded an honorary doctorate by the 

university in 2006. Her achievements reach far beyond the university community. In 2018, she 
was awarded the Order of Canada, in recognition of her internationally-celebrated career as a pianist 

and her extensive contributions as an educator and builder of classical music culture. 

Limited seating. General admission: $15 | Students: $5 | For tickets, visit socrates.mcmaster.ca/tryon
In partnershIp wIth the school of the arts anD mcmaster unIversIty lIbrary

Most commentaries on today’s international politics are crafted without much serious attention 
to women and with almost no curiosity about the workings of ideas about femininities or 
masculinities. Our collective inattention has enabled globalized gendered inequities - usually 
fed by racisms - to persist. We all will become much smarter about the politics of trade, wars, 
climate change and human rights if we explore patriarchy as if it actually matters.

Cynthia Enloe is a research professor at Clark University in Massachusetts. Among her 
recent books are The Big Push: Exposing and Challenging Persistent Patriarchy (2017), as 

well as a new updated edition of Bananas, Beaches and Bases (2014), and Globalization and 
Militarism (2016). Enloe’s feminist teaching and research have explored the interplay of gendered 

politics in both the national and international arenas, with special attention to how women’s labour 
is made cheap in globalized factories (especially sneaker factories). Her research also looks at how 

women’s emotional and physical labor has been used to support many governments’ war-waging policies - and how 
diverse women have tried to resist these efforts. Racial, class, ethnic and national identity dynamics, as well as 
ideas about femininities and masculinities, are common threads throughout her studies.

In partnershIp wIth the Department of polItIcal scIence

November 6, 7:00 p.m.
CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL, 

McMASTER UNIVERSITY 

Valerie Tryon 
in Concert 

Where is Patriarchy in International 
Politics? Does it Matter?
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One of North America’s most acclaimed string quartets presents its multi-
disciplinary masterpiece, Sun Rings. Commissioned by NASA, the music for 
string quartet and chorus composed by Terry Riley draws from sounds from 
space and is accompanied by visual design by Willie Williams.

Performances will include the participation of McMaster University 
and Women’s Choirs. 
For 45 years, San Francisco’s Grammy-winning Kronos Quartet and its non-profit 
Kronos Performing Arts Association have reimagined and redefined the string 
quartet experience through thousands of concerts, over 60 recordings, more 
than 1,000 commissioned works, collaborations with composers and performers 
from around the globe, and education programs for emerging musicians.

Limited seating. General admission: $15 | Students: $5
For tickets, visit socrates.mcmaster.ca/kronos
In partnershIp wIth the school of the arts anD faculty of scIence

Photo by Jay Blakesberg

“Art and science have enjoyed a 
triumphant meeting... Terry Riley’s 

empyrean masterpiece for the 
Kronos Quartet, chorus, electronic 

sounds from outer space, and 
lavish visual projections provides 

music of supreme beauty and 
spiritual impact.” 

– Los Angeles Times

November 9, 8:00 p.m. and 
November 10, 2:00 p.m.

CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL, 
McMASTER UNIVERSITY 
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November 13, 7:00 p.m.
CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL, McMASTER UNIVERSITY 

Over 29 years as host of CBC 
Radio’s Writers & Company, 
Eleanor Wachtel’s unique 
blend of integrity, warmth and 
intelligence consistently wins 
the trust of international and 
high-profile writers. At the end of 

their conversation in 2013, John 
le Carré told her, “You do it better 

than anyone I know.” Nobel Prize-
winning novelist Kazuo Ishiguro stated, 

“Eleanor Wachtel is one of the very finest interviewers 
of authors I’ve come across anywhere in the world.” 

Five selections of her interviews have been published, 
including Random Illuminations, which won the 
Independent Publishers Book Award, Original Minds, 
and most recently, The Best of Writers & Company. 
Wachtel herself has earned numerous accolades for 
her contributions to Canadian cultural life, including nine 
honorary degrees and Officer of the Order of Canada.
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Author and journalist Masha Gessen is a staff writer at The 
New Yorker, and has written about Russia, autocracy, L.G.B.T. 
rights, Vladimir Putin, and Donald Trump, among others, for 
The New York Review of Books and The New York Times. On 
a parallel track, Gessen has been a science journalist, writing 
about AIDS, medical genetics, and mathematics. Famously, 
Gessen was dismissed as editor of the Russian popular-
science magazine Vokrug Sveta for refusing to send a reporter 
to observe Putin hang-gliding with the Siberian cranes.

Gessen is a visiting professor at Amherst College and the 
recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, an Andrew Carnegie 
Fellowship, a Nieman Fellowship, the Hitchens Prize, and the 
Overseas Press Club Award for Best Commentary. 

Photo by Tanya Sazansky

Eleanor 
Wachtel



November 27, 7:00 p.m.
MCMASTER UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR 

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Adelle Blackett tells the story behind the 
International Labour Organization’s (ILO) Decent Work 
for Domestic Workers Convention No. 189, which in 
2011 created the first comprehensive international 
standards to extend fundamental protections and 
rights to the millions of domestic workers labouring 
in other peoples’ homes throughout the world. As 
the principal legal architect, Blackett shows us how 
Convention No. 189 embraces domestic workers’ 
human rights claim to be both workers like any other, 
and workers like no other. 

Blackett is a professor of law and the Canada Research Chair 
in transnational labour law and development at the Faculty of 
Law, McGill University, where she teaches and researches in 
the areas of labour and employment law, trade regulation, law 
and development, critical race theory and slavery and the law. 
She founded and directs the Labour Law and Development 
Research Laboratory. Her book manuscript entitled Everyday 
Transgressions: Domestic Workers’ Transnational Challenge 
to International Labour Law (Cornell University Press) was 
published in spring 2019.

In partnershIp wIth the school of labour stuDIes
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for Domestic 
 Workers

Decent 
Work
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QUANTOPIA is the opening 
performance of The Reception, a 
two-day conference showcasing 
performances and exhibitions by 
artists from black, Indigenous, and 
racialized communities. A celebration 

of the history of the Internet, 
QUANTOPIA is a tribute to the depth 

and high stakes of free speech and creative 
expression involved in our daily use of media. 

Paul D. Miller a.k.a. DJ Spooky creates a multimedia 
journey exploring the network evolution through live loops 
and layers of sound enveloped by data visualization. Backed 
by live acoustic musicians and singers, Miller uses 3D 
visuals and sounds to perform a live “internet symphony” 
on stage. The hour-long experience illuminates ever-present 
issues of inclusion and exclusion, and echo chambers.
 

Miller is a composer, multimedia artist and writer 
whose work immerses audiences in a blend of 
genres, global culture, and environmental and 
social issues. His work has appeared in many 
museums and galleries, including the Andy Warhol 
Museum and the Ludwig Museum. His large-scale, 
multimedia performance pieces include Rebirth of 
a Nation and Terra Nova: Sinfonia Antarctica, which 
was commissioned by the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music for the Next Wave Festival (2009)

In partnershIp wIth the school of the arts, canaDa 
councIl for the arts, centre[3] for artIstIc anD meDIa 
practIce, new commIttee (hamIlton artIst Inc.) anD 
cobra (coalItIon for black anD racIalIzeD artIsts)

November 29, 7:00 p.m. 
CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL, McMASTER UNIVERSITY 
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Designing Canada 2030: 
A Walrus Talk
JANUARY 17, CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL, 
McMASTER UNIVERSITY,  7:00 P.M.
Join seven distinguished speakers from across a rich 
spectrum of disciplines for an entertaining, informative and 
provocative evening exploring the future of Canada 2030. 

In partnershIp wIth the wIlson leaDershIp scholar awarD 
anD mcmaster InstItute for research on aGInG (mIra)

Designing Canada: Masterclass
JANUARY 18 
This master class will introduce 80 undergraduate 
students to Canadian political and social leaders through 
a day of informal discussion focused on the life cycle of 
policy-making. Sessions will introduce diverse cases, and 
guide students through processes such as identifying 
stakeholders and managing challenges associated 
with different steps of the decision-making process in 
designing public policy at a national level. 
Applications open fall 2019.

In partnershIp wIth the wIlson leaDershIp scholar awarD
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Tafelmusik: Safe Haven
JANUARY 31, CONCERT HALL, L.R. WILSON HALL
Acclaimed baroque ensemble Tafelmusik presents Safe 
Haven, a multimedia concert exploring the influence of 
refugees on the music and culture of baroque Europe 
and Canada today. Throughout history, people have been 
forced to abandon their homes and seek asylum beyond 
their borders. 

In the time of Tafelmusik’s repertoire, waves of refugees 
had a huge influence on the music and culture of Europe.

Today, when many refugees are finding their place in 
Canadian communities, the past can teach us about the 
cultural riches our newcomers have to offer.

In partnershIp wIth the school of the arts

Sweat
FEBRUARY, THEATRE AQUARIUS
The Future of Work lecture series concludes with a 
performance of 2017 Pulitzer Prize-winning play Sweat at 
Theatre Aquarius followed by a panel discussion. Based on 
documentary research, Sweat is set in a rust-belt town in 
the midst of dramatic upheavals at the local industry. 

In partnershIp wIth the mcmaster alumnI assocIatIon, 
school of the arts, anD school of labour stuDIes

Our schedule of events for the winter and spring 2020 will be available mid-November. 
Meanwhile, here are a few highlights to whet your appetite.

Registration information to be posted on socrates.mcmaster.ca 
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McMASTER INNOVATION PARK
175 Longwood Rd S #105

L8P 0A1 Hamilton, ON

HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
(CENTRAL BRANCH) 

55 York Boulevard
L8N 4E4 Hamilton, ON 

Visit our website for more information 
       on directions: socrates.mcmaster.ca

L.R. WILSON HALL
1280 Main Street West
L8S 4L8 Hamilton, ON

(corner of Sterling St. and Forsyth Ave. North) 

McMASTER LIVELab 
1280 Main Street West, PC 202A

L8S 4L8 Hamilton, ON 

The LIVELab is located on the second floor 
of the Psychology Building on the 

McMaster Campus

McMASTER UNIVERSITY CENTRE 
FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION 

1 James Street North
L8S 4K1 Hamilton, ON

(corner of King St. and James St.)
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Join us for music, talk, dance, debate, art, film, questions and answers.

Facebook: fb.com/SocratesMcMaster 
Twitter: @SocratesAtMac 

Instagram: @SocratesMcMaster

For registration and additional event details, visit socrates.mcmaster.ca
Email socrates@mcmaster.ca or call 905.525.9140 ext. 26848 if you have any questions.

Be the first to find out about our events. Subscribe to our mailing list via socrates.mcmaster.ca/contact
Our events fill up quickly so be sure to register for those that interest you to secure your seats.

We welcome feedback and reviews on The Socrates Project’s events and initiatives. 
Let us know what you think.*Fill out a simple form at socrates.mcmaster.ca/feedback

*We will notify you if we intend to use your quote or comment in any of our publications or public material.
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ASKING questions. 
PUSHING boundaries. 

FINDING common ground.
      



socrates.mcmaster.ca

Sign up for updates at socrates.mcmaster.ca/contact  |  905.525.9140 ext. 26848  |  socrates@mcmaster.ca

fb.com/SocratesMcMaster @SocratesAtMac @SocratesMcMaster




